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attracted;  distant   climes   were    casting   their glamour
now.1
William Wallace-, or, The Highland Hero, A Tale, Founded
on Historical Facts, by Henry Siddons, published in 1791, is
another illustration of this phase. There are no subterranean
passages and there is no supernatural in the book, apart from a
prophecy and an omen. But it is a simple story of bravery
and heroism, told occasionally with some spirit. A childish
naivet6 characterizes these novels. Not only is scholarly
effort absent, but imagination runs riot. Commonsense had
had its reign long enough; fetters are being cast aside, and
there is the exuberance of joy in new-found freedom.
Foreign lands had been made the theatre of heroic tales of
love and marvellous adventure; the Middle Ages also had
been fairly threshed; the Baronial Wars, the reigns of Henry
VII and Queen Elizabeth, had been made the scene of
action of many a novel; in Arville Castle, An Historical
Romance (1795)? ^ author chooses for his theme "the first
century, when Boadicea headed a considerable army against
the Romans, commanded by the General Suetonius/'2 As
far as historical colouring or truth is concerned, it is violated
in the very beginning of the book. The Baroness Arville,
and her daughters, bemoan their fate because, used to re-
fined and cultured pleasures of educated minds, they had
no books to while away the leaden-footed hours of their
captivity!
The *'terrible" school had become established by the time
Arville Castle was written. Mrs. Radcliffe was at the height
of her fame. The atrocities of Dunstan, the Robber King in
the story, cater to the demand of the moment. The novel not
only shows the influence of Mrs. Radcliffe, but gives indica-
tion also of the causes which led to the downfall of the School
of Terror, Suspense, and mystery and the mere thrill of fear
1Myra Reynolds, in her Treatment of Nature in English Poetry (1896), gives
some interesting figures of travel books published in the eighteenth century. In a
list of. 360 works, culled from Pinkerton's Catalogue of Voyages and Travels
(1814), all but 84 are travels outside Great Britain and Ireland. The fact that nearly
half of the accounts of travels in other countries belong to the last quarter of the
century supports the statement we have made above; cf. Chapter iV, p. 193, of
Myra Renolds" work.
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